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  Standards Notice 61 

SUBJECT: Suspension of 29 CFR 1926.652 to House Foundation/Basement Excavations 

ACTION: 

Effective Date 10/10/95 and until further notice, 29 CFR 1926.652 shall not be applied to house 
foundation/basement excavations when all the following conditions are present: 

• The house foundation/basement excavation is less than seven and one-half feet in depth or is benched for at 
least two (2) feet horizontally for every five (5) feet or less of vertical height; 

• The minimum horizontal width (excavation face to formwork/wall) at the bottom of the excavation is as 
wide as practicable but not less than two (2) feet; 

• There is no water, surface tension cracks, nor other environmental conditions present that reduce the 
stability of the excavation; 

• There is no heavy equipment operating in the vicinity that causes vibration to the excavation while 
employees are in the excavation; 

All soil, equipment, and material surcharge loads are no closer in distance to the top edge of the excavation 
than the excavation is deep; however, when front end loaders are used to dig the excavations, the soil 
surcharge load shall be placed as far back from the edge of the excavation as possible, but never closer than 
two (2) feet. 

• Work crews in the excavation are the minimum number needed to perform the work; and 
• The work has been planned and is carried out in a manner to minimize the time employees are in the 

excavation. 

This policy applies to all such house foundation/basement excavations including those which become trenches by 
definition when formwork, foundations, or walls are constructed. This policy does not apply to utility excavations 
(trenches) where 20 CFR 1926.652 shall remain applicable. 
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