Trenching /Excavation Questionnaire

	Trenching and excavation work presents serious hazards to all workers involved. Cave-ins pose the greatest risk and are more likely than some other excavation-related incidents to result in worker fatalities. Employers must ensure that workers enter trenches only after adequate protections are in place to address cave-in hazards. Other potential hazards associated with trenching work includes falling loads, hazardous atmospheres, and hazards from mobile equipment. Use this questionnaire to gather information during an inspection involving trenching and excavation. 29 CFR 1926, Subpart P.



	
Date: _____________ Time: ______________________

Employer: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Competent person name and title: _____________________________________________________

Address/Location of the trench:  ______________________________________________________
Weather conditions at time of visit:  ___________________________________________________
Completion date/time expected:  ______________________________________________________



	Competent Person Evaluation
 Training: Does the competent person have knowledge of:  
Soil Analysis:                         Yes   /   No
Protective Systems:             Yes   /   No
Standard requirements:     Yes   /   No
Notes:___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Authority: Does the Competent Person have authority to:
Take prompt correction action to eliminate existing and potential hazards:          Yes   /   No
Stop work Authorization:           Yes   /   No
Notes:___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Application of Standard: Does the Competent Person have knowledge of Appendix A&B of the standard on sloping and shoring systems or Appendix A & D on constructing protective systems: 
Yes   /   No               

Notes:___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Did the competent person choose the proper slopping or benching configuration in accordance with Appendix B, or proper shoring from Appendix C or D:   Yes   /   NO
If No, can the Competent Person properly explain the following:
Soil Classification:    Yes  /  No                 
Conducting visual tests:     Yes  /  No                 
Conducting manual test:     Yes  /  No                 
Did any conditions change since classification:    Yes  /  No   
If Yes, what changed:  ___________________________________________________________            
Competent Person Site Knowledge
Size and kind of pipe/line:  ___________________________________________________________
Equipment used for digging:  _________________________________________________________
Width of backhoe/excavator bucket:  ___________________________________________________
Was water or seep line observed in trench:  ______________________________________________
Was trench near:  road / RR tracks        Distance:  _________________________________________
Was other mechanized equipment in or near the location:  __________________________________
Is Dewatering Equipment being used: __________________________________________________
Competent person knowledge on use: __________________________________________________




	Competent Person Inspection
Time competent person inspected trench:  ______________________________________________
How long has trench been open:  ______________________________________________________
Has it rained while trench was open:    Yes   /   No
Previously disturbed soil:                         Yes   /   No
Are underground installations protected / braced / removed for employee’s safety:     Yes   /   No
Are there any underground utilities:      Yes   /   No 
Name of utilites: electrical / gas / phone / other  ____________________________________________
Have the power and gas companies been notified:    Yes   /   No
Name of companies:   _________________________________________________________________
Did competent person take soil tests:  Yes   /   No   Analysis made:  ____________________________
	Outside firm that did the analysis:  ___________________________________________________



	CSHO’s Observations
Were employees in trench at direction of management:           Yes   /   No
Any evidence of employees working in trench:                            Yes   /   No
Were employees working under backhoe/excavator bucket:    Yes   /   No
Was pipe lifted over employee’s heads:                                         Yes   /   No
If any answered (Yes)…. names of exposed employees: 
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

How far were employees from exit:  ___________________________________________________
      Means of exit: _________________________________________________________________
Are employees in trench protected:                 Yes   /   No
      Protective measures: ____________________________________________________________
Were emergency communications present:    Yes   /   No	
Distance from trench:  ___________________________________________________________
Does side and surface area have signs of:       cracks   /    fissures /   spalling   /   overhangs
Previously disturbed soil:                                     Yes   /   No
Spoil pile height:  ___________________________________________________________________  
      Distance from trench: ____________________________________________________________  




	CSHO’s Observations
Were employees in trench at direction of management:          Yes   /   No
Any evidence of employees working in trench:                           Yes   /   No
Were employees working under backhoe/excavator bucket:   Yes   /   No
Was pipe lifted over employee’s heads:                                        Yes   /   No




If any answered (Yes)…. names of exposed employees: 
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
How far were employees from exit:  ___________________________________________________
      Means of exit: _________________________________________________________________
Are employees in trench protected:                  Yes   /   No
      Protective measures: ____________________________________________________________
Were emergency communications present:    Yes   /   No	
      Distance from trench:  ___________________________________________________________
Does side and surface area have signs of:       cracks   /    fissures /   spalling   /   overhangs
Previously disturbed soil:                                     Yes   /   No
Spill pile height:  ___________________________________________________________________  
      Distance from trench: ____________________________________________________________  



	Measurements Taken at Exposure

Shallowest depth:  	  Deepest depth:  ____________________________
Widest width:  	  Narrowest width:  _____________________	
Excavation length:  	
Plasticity:  	
Dry strength:  	
Thumb penetration:  	
Location/Distance of Soil pile: _______________ 	
Soil Classification:  	



